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Dave Olson, a recreation planner with the Gifford Pinchot
National Forest, replaces a sign at the Silver Star Scenic Area
trailhead. The forest service wants to keep all-terrain vehicles

off the popular, scenic trail.

Boulders to discourage
ATV use on popular trail

By ERIK ROBINSON
Columbian staff writer

SILVER STAR MOUNTAIN
— Undulating earthen berms
spiked with boulders welcome
hikers to the head of one of the
most spectacular ftrails in
Southwest Washington.

The new landscaping should
enable hikers to enjoy the steep
slopes and alpine meadows in
solitude, without the noise and
muddy ruts created by 4-wheel-
drive vehicles. Even though the
U.S. Forest Service closed the
Silver Star Scenic Area to mo-
torized use as far back as 1989,
its old roadbeds and close prox-
imity to Portland-Vancouver
proved to be too tempting for
off-roaders to pass up.

“It’s kind of like damming up
a river where water wants to

The Columbian

flow,” said Tom Knappenberg-
er, public affairs officer for the
system from the end of Forest
Road 4109.

The area, which is most effi-
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